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What is World-Class Passenger Rail?



It’s More Than Just Trains



It’s Really Down to One Question

Is it reasonably easy to 
get there from here?



We believe that Washington state can 
revive its rail revolution and get back 
on track toward creating a 
world-class passenger rail network.

Our vision has been published in 
Speedlines, a newsletter of the 
American Public Transportation 
Association.

AAWA’s Vision

https://www.aawa.us/news/posts/aawas-carnahan-reports-on-was-rail-revolution/
https://www.apta.com/wp-content/uploads/SPEEDLINES_HSIPR_Committee_Issue_31_May2021.pdf


Where It Started



Building a Solid Foundation

What do 9 of the world’s 10 most 
advanced HSR systems have in common?

They were built atop conventional intercity 
passenger rail services similar to Amtrak 

Cascades.



Building a Solid Foundation



AAWA’s 3 Es

• Equity

• Environment

• Economy



Emphasizing Equity & Accessibility
Did you know?

People live outside of 
the Puget Sound, too!

And for those who do, 
it’s really hard to get 
around without a car.



Quick Environment & Climate Action

We have less than 10 years to cut 
emissions by 45% of 2010 levels.

Do we have enough time for I-5 Corridor 
HSR to be our primary solution?



Top Priority: Mode Shift From Auto

Transportation: 29% of U.S. emissions

Autos: 82% of transportation emissions

Source: https://www.epa.gov/greenvehicles/fast-facts-transportation-greenhouse-gas-emissions

https://www.epa.gov/greenvehicles/fast-facts-transportation-greenhouse-gas-emissions


Boosting Local & Regional Economies
Induced travel is valuable to WA communities

• $84 per day-trip visitor
• $366 per overnight visitor
• $7m tourist spending impact of East-West 

passenger train service



The Bottom Line

Northwest HSR will not succeed without 
a solid conventional intercity passenger 

rail network supporting it.

World-class HSR starts with a strong 
commitment to the Cascades.



AAWA’s Current Efforts
• Lead the Pacific Northwest Rail Forum at the Pacific 

Northwest Economic Region 2021 Summit.
• Conduct discussions throughout the state on community 

transportation needs during the AAWA 2021 Train Trek.
• Support creation of a Greater Northwest Passenger Rail 

Working Group.
• Support the Amtrak reauthorization bill and the Invest in 

America Act for rail infrastructure.

http://www.pnwer.org/2021-summit.html
http://www.pnwer.org/2021-summit.html
https://www.aawa.us/impact/2021-train-trek/


YOU Can Help Make It Happen!

$7,000 by August 12
Our Fundraising Goal

Visit aawa.us/impact/2021-train-trek/
to make the 2021 Train Trek happen

https://www.aawa.us/impact/2021-train-trek/


Contact us at
(360) 529-5552
(509) 213-0070

or
aawa.us

Questions?

Amtrak’s Empire Builder at Yakima, Aug. 1971. Photo: Drew Jacksich.

https://www.aawa.us

