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State rail program survives 1-695 budget cuts

After the 60-day regular session and
two special sessions, the Legislature
passed a revamped WSDOT budget
for the rest of the 99-01 biennium on
April 12. The budget, reduced by 24%,
was signed by Governor Gary Locke on
May 2.

WSDOT's rail program saw its
budget reduced from $126.1 mill. to
$69.8 mill. However, $60 mill. in repro-
gramed federal funds controlled by the
Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC)
has helped fund key projects that other-
wise would have been cut.

Continued funding for the second
Seattle-Bellingham train, which was in
doubt at the end of the regular session,
is in the final revised budget. The three
Seattle to Portland/Eugene round-trips

all received full operational funding.
The state’s $5 mill. contribution toward
restoration of King St. Station also re-
mains. However, there are still several
obstacles to getting the project under-
way. The most important one is that, in
the rush to adjourn, the Legislature
failed to pass a bill giving DOT authority
to turn over the station to a private non-
profit corporation. This company would
then assume the financial risk of reha-
bilitation and be responsible for oper-
ating it for 30 years. Revenue for
maintenance and upkeep would be
earned from renting office space on the
second and third floors. Also, the entire
funding package is still not in place.
There is a proposal in the U. S. House
to provide additional money. Amtrak is

and the Seattle-Vancouver, BC trains

Amtrak did an excellent job of accommodating
passengers during implosion of the Kingdome
on Mar. 26. The three morning departures from
King St. Station originated in Edmonds or Ta-
coma. The Empire Builder ended its run in
Edmonds. Amtrak provided charter buses from
the Seattle Greyhound station. In Tacoma,
above, Coast Starlight passengers unloading
from buses were directed to the left of the
smallish station’s entrance for baggage check-
ing and to the right side to receive boarding
passes. The train was spotted well in advance
of the passengers’ arrivals so once check-in
was completed people proceeded around the
station and on to the train. Amtrak’s Doug
Schwab ably supervised the well-run operation.
All additional Amtrak costs were covered by
Paul Allen’s company that is building the new
stadium Photo by Jim Hamre

currently continuing platform rehabilita-

tion work that Sound Transit
earlier started.

Funding for the new Am-
trak/Sounder maintenance
base just south of Safeco
Field remained in the budget.
However, DOT's share of
Everett-Seattle-Tacoma-
Lakewood track and signal
improvements was removed
as PSRC will fund these
projects.

Use of operating funds for
extending the south-in-the-
morning-north-in-the-evening
Seattle-Bellingham train to
Vancouver is conditioned on
first obtaining money for in-
frastructure improvements in
British Columbia from Can-
ada, BC or private sources.

The Legislature also pro-
vided $500,000 in seed
money to leverage a $10 mill.
federal loan for purchase re-
frigerated express rail cars.
The cars, named for retiring
Sen. George Sellar (R-East
Wenatchee), will be used to
(See Budget, page 5)

FRA extends deadline as it

grinds through “process”

On May 3, just five days before its
arbitrary deadline for grandfathering
continued use of Amtrak’s Cascades
Talgo equipment, FRA extended the
deadline until Aug. 31, 2000. (See pre-
vious two Washington Rail News issues
for more details.) Our view from
Washington State is that it appears
FRA is moving slowly because of Talgo
competitor Bombardier's continued
quest for detailed information on the
design of the Talgo trainsets. This in
spite of the demand from both Wash-
ington senators and seven of our rep-
resentatives for a quick and appropriate
resolution of the issue.

Amtrak budget, rail capital
and flexibility continue
wending their way through

Congress

HR 4475, the FY 2001 transporta-
tion bill was approved by the U. S.
House of Representatives on May 19.
Amtrak’s funding is $521.5 mill. Unfor-
tunately, language that would have
made up for not including the $468 mill.
Passenger Rail fund proposed by the
Administration and would have brought
the funding level to the previously
authorized $989 mill. was stripped from
the bill. Rep. Bud Shuster (R-PA), a
very good friend of highway and avia-
tion interests, had the provision re-
moved on a point of order. The $468
mill. would have come from the billions
of dollars in gas tax revenues being
collected that are beyond the amounts
authorized in TEA-21.

The Senate Transportation Appro-
priations subcommittee is expected to
act on its transportation bill about June
6. The chance of a passenger rail
funding level above the House amount
is slim.

The huge gap between the author-
ized Amtrak funding level and what is
(See Congress, page 3)
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legislative supporters of our state's rail
program and other options to simply
maintaining our existing road system
are unanimous in saying the real battle
will come next year, when the full im-
pact of I-695 comes into play, without
the one-time financial rescue managed
in this recent legislative session.
Thanks to strong support from Wash-
ARP and other advocates of balanced
transportation, a supportive Transpor-
tation Commission and WSDOT lead-
ership, a bipartisan majority of legisla-
tors who understand the value of rail
and other non-highway modes, an ef-
fective and dedicated group in the Rail
Office, and best of all, fine products in
the form of our Amtrak Cascades and
Grain Trains, our nationally-praised
state rail partnerships will live another
year. Beyond 2001? Sources of fund-
ing, not just for rail, but for other pro-
grams, including needed highway work,
must be found in addition to the current
motor fuel taxes. Even if one takes the
position that roads should receive
nearly all state transportation dollars (a
mono-modal stance | do not take, if any
of you were in doubt!), more funding is
going to be required.

So let us celebrate our legislative
victory for the one year, then get to
work on helping educate and elect state
legislators who have the understanding
and courage to work for and support
long-term increased transportation
funding. WashARPers want that fund-
ing to be in part for rail, for tfansit, for
ferries, for other non-highway modes
as well as for the safety, maintenance,
and improvements acknowledged as
necessary to our road and highway
system.

WashARP is pleased to have been
instrumental in bringing key central and
eastern Washington legislators more
fully into the pro-rail fold this past ses-
sion. Many of our Dryside lawmakers
have been good on rail issues. But they
have been justified in asking, "When
will it be our turn?". With the passage of
"Apples on Amtrak," the George Sellar
express rail cars, and funding for the
east-west rail study, for which
WashARP VP-East Jim Neal worked
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so hard, the people and legislators of
the 4th and 5th Congressional Districts
will be getting a piece of this next year's
rail funding pie. | am grateful WashARP
was able to serve a principal advocate
role in these matters.

At our very successful recent
WashARP meeting in Spokane, two of
these supportive Dryside legislators,
Rep. Gary Chandler (R-Moses Lake)
and Rep. Alex Wood (D-Spokane)
spoke to WashARP about the growing
role rail needs to play across the state
in the future. The two men issued inde-
pendent but bipartisan agreement that
next year would be even tougher for
funding. We must work for more trans-
portation dollars .

Unable to attend the meeting, Rep.
Linda Evans Parlette's (R-Wenatchee)
very complimentary letter to WashARP
was read to those present. We also
honored retiring state Senator George
Sellar, who remains in Wenatchee.

VOO

Some good news on other fronts.
Governor Tommy Thompson (R-WI) is
Chairman of the Amtrak Board! Those
attending the Amtrak Partnership Din-
ner April 26 in Tacoma heard happy
news concerning our very successful
and nationally-respected passenger rail
partnership here in the Northwest Cor-
ridor. Affirmations from Amtrak Presi-
dent George Warrington, Amtrak-West
CEO Gil Mallery, Ex-BC Premier Mike
Harcourt (love your words, Mike, but
where are those Canadian investment
$$?), Rep. Ruth Fisher, and WSDOT
Secretary Sid Morrison were great, but
nothing could approach the roof-
raising, stand-and-stomp, adrenaline-
pumping pep-rally address Tommy
Thompson delivers to delighted rail ad-
vocates. The message of the classic
Notre Dame coach to his team prior to
the annual contest with such despica-
bles as USC or Miami would be as
evening vespers by comparison. Does
Tommy engage in a bit of hyperbole?
Of course, and we loved every second
of it! Jaded observers have said the
Wisconsin governor is a cheerleader
for Amtrak. Yeah, and just what is
wrong with that! | feel his genuine ex-
citement over our only current intercity
passenger provider cannot help but get
to the rest of the Amtrak Board, to Am-
trak management and labor, to mem-
bers of Congress, and any segment of
the public fortunate enough to catch
one of Tommy's presentations.

Oh, let us not forget. Another rail

advocate governor is that of Wiscon-
sin's northwest neighbor, Jesse
Ventura. Story goes that the new Min-
nesota governor toured their DOT
building and saw only road infrastruc-
ture pictures. Jesse is said to have
growled loudly that he wanted pictures
of trains also. He liked and believed in
rail transportation. Recalling Jesse's
competence at his pre-gubernatorial
profession, Minnesota DOT staff had
train shots on display the next day!

Other good news: WashARP-hosted
display of J. Craig Thorpe's superb rail
art was a hit at downtown Olympia's
Spring Arts Walk. The WashARP booth
at the annual Cowlitz County Earth Day
was another great success, with literally
hundreds visiting us. We pushed safety
for the many children present, particu-
larly in the wake of recent tragedies
where kids and adults were illegally and
fatally walking on mainline tracks. (The
deaths are obviously not "good news".)
As rail advocates, we have an obliga-
tion to help educate the public about
both the positives and the potential
dangers, when folks break the laws, of
trains.

| will soon be meeting, on a field trip
to Centennial Station, with people of
Centralia and Ron Schauer of
Longview, who will be (CTL) and hope
to (KEL) establish host/hostess pro-
grams at the two southwest Washing-
ton Amtrak stations. Kelso is totally un-
staffed. Centralia has a fine Amtrak
agent, Ken Moore. But Ken's hours
have been cut to where he is not pres-
ent when three of the eight daily trains
serving Centralia are scheduled to ar-
rive! Destination Centralia, with full co-
operation of the City of Centralia, will
operate the hosting program in coop-
eration with, and definitely not instead
of, regular Amtrak agents. In Kelso, we
hope to help promote community inter-
est in starting a program with the na-
tionally-respected Centennial Station
program as the model. Centennial's
Rich DeGarmo and key representatives
will serve as tutors to the Lewis and
Cowlitz County folk.

| also have been approached by citi-
zens of Wenatchee who wish to start a
volunteer station hosting program. In
addition Ellensburg wants our help in
preservation and development of their
classic depot. Ellensburgers are also
among those in Central Washington
who want some or some more rail pas-
senger service.
(See Lloyd, page 5)
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or call 800.201.4900 or 206.397.5410
(TDD/TTY).

Sounder trips from the Tacoma Amtrak station
to Mariners home games. The first one on April
29 drew about 400 passengers. On May 7,
pictured above after the game, however, the
train sold out with 1040 passengers! ST has
scheduled additional Sunday trips on June 25,
July 9 and July 23. And you certainly don’t
have to attend the Mariners game to ride.
Tickets go on sale at several Tacoma locations
the Monday before each trip. A limited number
of tickets are available the morning of the trip.
For more information check www.sounder.org

Photo by Jim Hamre

press your views to your fed-
eral representative and
senators. See page 5 for
telephone numbers and ad-
dresses. E-mail addresses for
Congress are linked from the
NARP web page.

NARP board meeting
highlights

The NARP board met for its
usual Spring meeting in Wash-
ington, DC on April 27-29. Re-
gion 8 was represented by re-
gional directors Hans Mueller,
Stephanie Weber and Jim
Hamre; Erik Griswold (filling in
for director Stuart Adams); and
at-large director Art Poole.

At the NARP reception in the
Columbus Club at Washington
Union Station, our Golden Spike
award was presented to Sen.
George Voinovich (R-OH) and to
Sen. Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ).

Voinovich was honored be-
cause, quoting from the plaque

Congress, page 1

proposed makes it even more impor-
tant that S. 1144, the Senate bill giving
states the flexibility to spend certain
federal transportation dollars on inter-
city passenger rail service be approved.
The bill is ready to come to the Senate
floor with strong support but is stalled
by two anti-rail amendments that are
expected to be offered.

S. 1900 and its House counterpart,
H.R. 3700, are the high speed ralil
capital investment bills. S. 1900 cur-
rently has 44 cosponsors, including
Patty Murray (D) and Oregon’s Gordon
Smith (R) and Ron Wyden (D). H.R.
3700 has 81 cosponsors, including
Norm Dicks (D-Bremerton) and Jim
McDermott (D-Seattle). Three Oregon
representatives are also cosponsors.
$10 bill. in federal dollars would be
available for high speed rail investment
with the states required to provide a
20% match. No more than 30% of the
money could be spent in the Northeast
Corridor and 10% would be set aside
for capital investment outside desig-
nated high speed corridors.

Without flexibility and the high speed
rail capital account it will be extremely
difficult for Amtrak to become opera-
tionally self-sufficient by 2003.

For more information on all these
bills see the NARP web site at
www.narprail.org/bills.htm#1.

Remember, never hesitate to ex-

he received, he "has worked
hard to secure for states the right to invest
their federal transportation funds on inter-
city passenger rail projects. We appreciate
his persistence in getting S.1144 adopted
in committee and in working for passage of
the bill."

Lautenberg, who is retiring from the
Senate at the end of the year, was honored
because of his "long, distinguished career
of successfully and significantly increasing
federal funding for passenger rail." His
plague continues, "He has also been a
consistent leader in seeing that both New
Jersey and the entire nation received a
much stronger passenger rail system than
would have been possible without his ef-
forts." This was the senator’'s second NARP
Golden Spike.

The Dr. Gary Burch Memorial Safety
Award went to Allan Thomas, a chef on
Amtrak's City of New Orieans. Thomas is
actively involved in many safety groups for
Amtrak in New Orleans. The award is
presented annually by the family of Dr.
Burch, who was killed in an Amtrak derail-
ment in South Carolina in 1991.

The highlight of the meeting was a Me-
troliner trip to Philadelphia on Friday eve-
ning to see one of the new Acela high-
speed tilt-technology trainsets still in test-
ing. The consortium constructing the trou-
bled Acela trainsets is led by Bombardier.
(Yes, that's the same Bombardier who's
trying to have our operational Talgo train-
sets (that use their tilt technology every
day) taken out of service.) Some directors
have concernes about the design and du-
rability of the trainsets, but most feel that
once Amtrak gets them in service (hope-
fully this summer) the demand for high

Local and Sound Transit officials
turn dirt for the new Sounder sta-
tion in Puyallup on May 10. Con-
struction here and in Sumner is
scheduled to start soon. Station
construction in Auburn is moving
along. Demolition work in prepara-
tion of station construction in Kent
is underway but ST and the city are
still discussing all the permits
needed. Platform work at King St.
Station for Sounder service has
been completed. Although ST has
not made a formal announcement,
service in Tacoma will have to start
out of the Amtrak station as no
work as yet begun on the Freight-
house Square station. Work has
not yet started on the Tukwila sta-
tion either.

We hope that Puyallup, Sumner
and Kent stations are at least op-
erational by the start of limited
Sounder service, currently sched-
uled for Sept. 18. ST had planned
to initially run three morning north-
bound trips and three evening
southbound trips, However, BNSF
is unable to offer time slots accept-
able to ST so service will start with
two trips each way. More service
will be added as track and signal

improvements are made.
Photo by Zack Willhoite

speed rail will really take off in North
America.

Speakers at the meeting included Am-
trak President George Warrington (just
back from the Seattle board meeting);
Steve Scott, VP, Amtrak Marketing; Wash-
ARP friend Joe McHugh, Director, Amtrak
Government Affairs; Fred Weiderhold, Am-
trak Inspector General; Ed Walker, Presi-
dent, Amtrak Intercity; Cory Brandt, senior
engineer for Talgo; and NARP director
Gene Skoropowski, Managing Director of
the Capitol Corridor Joint Powers Authority,
for whom Amtrak operates the Sacra-
mento-Bay Area Capitols.

Warrington again reiterated the “myth”
that he’'s not committed to a national pas-
senger rail system is not true. (More meet-
ing highlights next time.)
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New Seattle Maintenance Base
On April 26, Amtrak, Washington
state and Sound Transit officials broke

ground for the new Seattle Am-
trak/Sounder maintenance base on the
site of the existing base. The ceremony
was attended by Amtrak President
George Warrington, Amtrak-West
President Gil Mallery, member of the
Amtrak board, USDOT Deputy Secre-
tary Mort Downey, Rep. Jim McDer-
mott, WSDOT commissioner Ed
Barnes, Sound Transit board member
Dave Erling, Seattle councilman Rich-
ard Mclver, former Eugene, OR Mayor
Ruth Bascom and many others, in-
cluding contingents from AORTA and
WashARP. Amtrak board chairman
and Wisconsin Governor Tommy
Thompson missed the ceremony due
to a late flight! Secretary of State Ralph
Munro played master of ceremonies.

Amtrak is providing $21 mill. and
state and local funding is $22 mill.
Sound Transit has signed a 10-year
$50 mill. contract with Amtrak for
maintenance of it Sounder equipment.
The 75,000 square foot service and in-
spection facility will feature full-length
service pits beneath the tracks. An ad-
jacent 66,000 square foot building will
house a three-track locomotive and
coach facility, mechanical operations
and upgraded employee offices and
locker rooms.

The project also include relocation
of the BNSF mainline to the east side
of the maintenance base so that every
movement between the base and King
St. Station will no longer require cross-
ing the double track mainline! The

project will
take about
three years
to complete.
As can
be seen in
the adjacent
picture, the
=1 “ground-
breaking”
Rendering of Yvag rg—:‘ally 8
new Seattle building
Amtrak/ destruction”
Sounder main- | as a back-

I tenance base hoe tore into
courtesy STV, one of the
Inc. nearly one
“Groundbreak- | hundred
ing” photo by year old
Jim Hamre buildings on

signal from
the digni-

taries’ wooden train whistles.

Amtrak ticketing machines

coming to Northwest

Quik Trak ticket vending machines
are coming to six Pacific Northwest
Corridor stations. According the Kurt
Laird, Amtrak's Northwest manager,
machines will be installed in Portland,
Kelso, Olympia, Tacoma, Seattle (2
machines) and Bellingham. In unstaffed
Kelso and Olympia, the machines will
provide passengers the ability to pur-
chase tickets at the station. In the other
cities they will supplement the agents,
allowing them to provide better cus-
tomer service to those with more com-
plex needs. The machines are ex-
pected to be operational by the end of
June. They will accept credit and debit
cards but not cash as this lessens se-
curity concerns. Reservations can be
made via phone or the Internet and
then the tickets can be issued from the
machine. The Northwest has the high-
est percentage of Amtrak customers in
the country using the Internet to pur-
chase tickets.

Amtrak West Roundup

Ron Scolaro has been named Am-
trak’s Asst. Vice President-Pacific
Coast High-Speed Rail Corridors. Ron
is well known to us in the Northwest as
he was Amtrak’s first high-level execu-
tive assigned to the west coast and
spent his first day on the job being
chauffeured by WashARP to visits to
key legislators, DOT officials and for-
mer Seattle Mayor Norm Rice. He will

coordinate Amtrak’s high-speed rail de-
velopment partnerships with California,
Oregon and Washington....Brian Ro-
senwald, considered the father of the
relaunched Coast Starlight, has been
appointed to a new position at Amtrak
Intercity. He will be responsible opera-
tion of the Empire Builder, California
Zephyr and Southwest Chief. Amtrak
Intercity has also named eastern and
western regional vice president. Don
Saunders is now vice president for the
Western Region. He will be Rosen-
wald's boss and have responsibility for
all western long distance trains, the
Midwest Corridor service and terminal
operations at Chicago Union Station.
Saunders’ previous position was chief
operation officer for Amtrak West....A
Restored Salem, OR Amtrak station
has reopened to passenger use after
extensive renovation. ODOT and Am-
trak rededicated the station on May
19... Additional Eugene-Portland
train service has been postponed by
ODOT until Oct. 2000. UP is requiring
additional track improvements in
southeast Portland before the addi-
tional service can start. The trains will
either be extensions of or connections
to the mid-day Cascades departures
from Seattle and Portland....Ellens-
burg’s train station is the object of an
effort to save and restore the station.
Save our Station is working to have the
city acquire the building from private
owners and will work to have it restored
for transportation and other uses.
WashARP will soon be in contact with
the Save our Station group to offer our
assistance in their restoration effort.
We hope it will again host passenger
trains one day soon!...USDOT is pro-
viding $750,000 for grade crossing
improvements in Bellingham, Marysville
and Puyallup. Jeff Schultz, of
WSDOT's rail office, said $200,000 will
go to better protect waterfront park us-
ers in Bellingham, $300,000 for grade
crossing consolidation in Marysville and
$75,000 for traffic signal improvements
at 15" St. SE and Pioneer Way. The
intersection is adjacent to the 15" St.
grade crossing....The City of Boise
has received a donation of 14.7 miles
of track from UP. The segment is part
of the loop through Boise (the mainline
bypasses the city) and is critical to re-
stored passenger service directly serv-
ing Boise. Another 3.5 miles must be
purchased by the city. UP has leased
the rest of the loop to a shortline.
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haul Washington state produce to mar-
ket. A shortage of trucks means apple
growers cannot move their products to
market in a timely manner. The cars
will also be used to haul other produce
to maximize revenue, which will be
used to repay the federal loan and
support the long distance trains. Pro-
duce will move east from Wenatchee
on the Empire Builder. The Assoc. of
Oregon Rail and Transit Advocates and
WashARP continue to push the hauling
of refrigerated express from Yakima
and Hood River as one way to support
a restored Pioneer.

However, elimination of other infra-
structure projects between Tacoma
and Vancouver, WA threatens planned
expansion of Cascades service at a
time of strong growth. March 2000
Cascade ridership was 41,489, up
23.7% over March 1999 and total
Northwest Corridor ridership (including
Seattle-Eugene riders on the Coast
Starlight) was 50,721, up 17.5%. In
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The major complaint: There are not
enough trains!. From Spokane to
Ellensburg to Bellingham to Kelso peo-
ple say, not that our state's modest in-
vestment in passenger rail is "a waste
of money" as claimed by only one or
two in the Legislature, but that we need
more rail service! That is a major point |
will try to make in the now-scheduled
debate/discussion with Tim Eyman
sometime in the next several weeks.
WashARP’s Mike Skehan had ap-
proached Eyman, primary author of |-
695, to engage in a radio debate with
Aaron Ostrom, long-time advocate for
alternative transportation, and with me.
The venue will be the Dave Ross show
on KIRO 710 AM Seattle. Date to be
decided. Dave Ross is a political cen-
trist and has a large, middle brow audi-
ence. The debate/discussion will con-
cern Tim Eyman's latest of his many
initiatives, 1-745. Its theme is "Improv-
ing traffic by making road construction
and road maintenance the top priority
of the state transportation system." In-

cluded are requiring 90% of all trans-
portation funds be spent on roads, re-
quiring performance audits of trans-
portation agencies, updating transpor-
tation plans, and exempting road con-
struction from sales and use tax.

This effort is certainly not as catchy
as 695, which drastically cut the very
unpopular motor vehicle excise tax. It
would be possible to get buried in ar-
cane squabbling over whether much of
what is proposed in 745 is already in
existence. (Who would argue that
roads are not already the state's top
transportation priority? Or how far back
in terms of supplier linkages to road
builders would taxes be exempt? Or
does 745 take existing Sound Transit
money and allocate it for 90% roads?
And if so, can a statewide vote dictate
localities use monies for a purpose dif-
ferent from that upon which they voted
to tax themselves? (If, say, Spokane
were to vote to tax themselves for li-
brary improvements, could a state ini-
tiative say "No Spokane, you must

April, Cascades ridership
totaled 45,734, up 27.2% over
1999 and total corridor rider-
ship was 55,232, up 22.8%.
The mid-day departures
from Seattle and Portland con-
tinue to be the most popular
runs. The Seattle-Bellingham

Important Addresses and Phone Numbers

U. S. House of Representatives .. Washington, DC 20515
B SnSenates i i Washington, DC 20510
Capitol Switchboard (for all members) .. 202 224-3121
State Legislature......... State Capitol, Olympia, WA 98504
Hotline for leaving messages ................ 800 562-6000

WashARP Officers

spend your tax dollars on
swimming pools!"?)

Instead of arguing over
what the wording of 745 may
mean, | hope we can compare
Tim's essentially cars-only vi-
sion with ours, where rail and
other alternatives continue to

be growing travel options for

train continues to see ridership Chuck Mott, Mt. Vernon..Chairman ............ 360 422-5323 ; o
growth since it debuted in Sept, | Tony Trifiletti, Shoreline. President........... 206 4an!ozs 1] Sl sliesE e A S
1999. Some reasons for the e-mail: tonytrif@msn.com NS e ;

; g 2 Aaron. it is certain he too will
strong growth include resizing James Neal, Ephrata..VP—East ................... 509 754-3114 have a vision where environ-
the consists to provide more Jim Hamre, Puyallup..VP-West ................... 253.848.2473 -

mental and social costs and

seats on the more popular
runs, a continued marketing
program and special discounts
available through Amtrak’s
Internet Rail SALE.

Several studies have also
been authorized by the Legis-
lature: the east-west study of
passenger service between
Seattle and central and eastern
Washington; a study of the
potential for commuter rail
service between Bellingham
and Everett; and a study of rail-
road rights-of-way in the Spo-
kane valley as they relate to
possible future rail transit use.

Lioyd, from page 2
VOOV
Which brings us to our final
topic: People in our state sup-
port our state's rail program.

Erik Griswold, Seattle..Commuter Rail ....... 206 441-4915
e-mail: egris@aol.com

Mike Skehan, Kent..Secretary ................... 253 859-3507
e-mail: SKEHAN2@aol.com
Hans Mueller, Seattle.. Treasurer................ 206 784-9232

e-mail: HSMRAIL@aol.com
Jim Hamre, Puyallup..Newsletter Editor ..... 253 848-2473
e-mail: jimhamre@wolfenet.com
Warren Yee, Seattle..Internet Webmaster . 206 723-0259
Lloyd Flem, Chehalis...Executive Director.. 360 943-8333

Office EAX S v i i v 360 943-0136
Address........... 2508 Columbia St SW, Olympia 98501
e-mail: washarp@olywa.net

WashARP e-mail address .................. washarp@scn.org

All are evening numbers, except Lloyd's,
which is available 6:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m daily.

Important Web Addresses
WashARP: www.trainweb.com/washarp
NARP: www.narprail.org
NARP Hotline: www.narprail.org/hot.htm
Amtrak: www.amtrak.com
Amtrak Cascades: www.amtrakcascades.com
Sound Transit: www.soundtransit.org

benefits are considered. Dave
Ross' show is of the call-in
variety, so some listeners will
have a chance to question us.

Eyman's acceptance of this
radio debate occurred only af-
ter being questioned by
WashARP Chairman Chuck
Mott at a National Federation
of Independent Business meet-
ing. He had come to solicit
NFIB support for another of his
initiatives and was surprised
when Chuck cornered him with
the transportation debate
challenge.

Make no mistake. Eyman is
good at what he does. | do not
take his one-liner skills lightly. But
| believe we can make a good
case for a multimodal transporta-
tion future that is not only what our
state needs, but what the majority
of our people want. Tune in.



WashARP News

June 10: WashARP meeting at
noon at University Plaza Hotel,
400 NE 45" St, Seattle (just west of
I-5 Exit 169 and on Metro route 44
and Sound Transit route 512).
June 15: Commuter Rail Section
meeting at 6:30 p.m. at Andy’s
Diner, 2963 4" Ave S, Seattle (just
north of Spokane St). This meeting
was rescheduled from May 18.
July 8: WashARP meeting at noon
at University Plaza Hotel, 400 NE
45" St, Seattle (just west of I-5 Exit
169 and on Metro route 44 and
Sound Transit route 512).

July 20: Commuter Rail Section
meeting at 6:30 p.m. at Andy’s
Diner, 2963 4" Ave S, Seattle (just
north of Spokane St).

August 12: WashARP meeting at
noon at Jim Hamre’s home,
13307 104" Ave. Ct. E., on Puyal-
lup’s South Hill. Bring a potluck
item. Hamburgers and beverages
will be provided. Call for more in-
formation. Phone number on p. 5.

Contributors to this newsletter include Zack
Willhoite, Warren Yee, Steve Anderson,
Ray Allred, Darleen Flem, Stan Suchan,
Jeff Schultz and Jerry Smith.

Darleen Flem now serves as WashARP’s
"Sunshine Lady." When a WashARP mem-
ber or loved one is severely ill or has
passed away, she will send a card from
WashARRP to the person or their family.
Please call Darleen at 360-943-8333 or
360-740-7488 (leave a message) or e-mail
washarp@olywa.net.
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WashARP meets in Spokane
~ Just over 40 people were in
attendance at our May 12 meeting
in Spokane. Guests included Rep.
Alex Wood (D-Spokane), Rep.
Gary Chandler (R-Moses Lake)
and Jerry Smith, representing
Watkins-Shepard Trucking of
Shelby, MT.

Chandler has a vision: this state
will have high speed raill We need
to continue educating the citizens
and look to the future. He also said
more convenient service in east-
ern Washington is needed and the
east-west study is vital. Purchase
of the Talgo trainsets was a far
sighted move by the state. He said
the purchase of a second set of y
grain cars by the state for use in

Rep. Gary Chandler (right) receives
WashARP's Tom Martin Memorial Award
from Chuck Mott at the Spokane meeting
for his continuing vision for high speed rail
and balanced transportation in our state.
The award is a hand-crafted “steam
whistle” made by Frank Hutchins using
bellows and pipe organ harmonics. Tony
Trifiletti looks on.
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the Moses Lake area was financed
by revenues from the first set operating
in southeast Washington. Hauling ex-
press on passenger trains, as planned
with the Empire Builder at Wenatchee
must be balanced against the needs of
the passengers. ‘

Rep. Wood spoke of the difficulty in
working together in the House with the
49-49 tie. However, the transportation
committee always works well together.
The temporary legislative fix for I-695 is
like putting “a patch on a blown out
tire.” It will take a lot more work to pro-
vide a more permanent solution to
building and maintaining a multimodal
transportation system in our state. He
helped fight for continued funding of the
second Bellingham-Seattle train and
noted the new north-south freeway cor-
ridor in Spokane will accommodate
light rail in the future.
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Jerry Smith talked of the strong
support for Amtrak in Shelby and
across Montana's High Line. He was
drafted to help with the Save Amtrak
campaign when the Builder was cut to
quadweekly and that led to his in-
volvement in Amtrak Express in Shel-
by. The Port of Sweet Grass, north of
Shelby, is the busiest border crossing
between Lake Superior and the North-
west with 130,000 trucks a year cross-
ing there, most bound to and from Cal-
gary, Alberta. They estimate they can
provide 12-14 rail cars of express a
week to Amtrak with $1.2 mill. in reve-
nue going directly to the Builder's bot-
tom line. However, it has been an uphill
battle with Amtrak. But they are reno-
vating tracks for an express area and
hope, with enough political leverage on
Amtrak, to get trial shipments started
this Oct.
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